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50-DAY PRAYER AND FASTING SEASON: 19" August - 8" October 2025

FOCUS ON THE GOVERNANCE SPHERE

2026 NATIONAL ELECTIONS AND THE FUTURE OF LEADERSHIP IN UGANDA

PRAYER GUIDE FOR WEEK FOUR: 15" to 21t September 2025

Day Day of the Date Area of Focus
Week

28 Monday 15" September 2025 | The Financial Sector

29 Tuesday 16" September 2025 | Early Childhood and Primary
Education

30 Wednesday 17" September 2025 | Secondary Education

31 Thursday 18" September 2025 | Tertiary Education

32 Friday 19" September 2025 | Continuing Adult Informal and Non-
Formal Education

33 Saturday 20" September 2025 | Education Governance

34 Sunday 21°*September 2025 | Science, Technology, Research,
Innovation

DAY 30: 17" SEPTEMBER 2025

SECONDARY EDUCATION

PSALM 144:12

“May our sons in their youth be like plants full grown, our daughters like corner pillars
cut for the structure of a palace.”

ISAIAH 33:6

“He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and

knowledge.”

ECCLESIASTES 7:12
“Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of knowledge is this:
Wisdom preserves those who have it.”

Secondary education is a critical bridge in Uganda’s education system. It stands
between the foundational years of primary school and the specialized training of tertiary
education or vocational training. At this stage, young people are shaped into citizens, leaders,
and workers who will either strengthen or weaken the nation depending on the quality of
education they receive.




Proverbs 4:7 — “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom. And in all your
getting, get understanding.”

Secondary Education as a Governance Priority
Governance determines whether children who complete primary school can continue
to secondary education. Uganda’s Universal Secondary Education (USE) policy was
introduced to increase access, but challenges remain:
e Limited infrastructure: many rural schools lack classrooms, laboratories, and libraries.
o High dropout rates: especially among girls, due to early marriage, poverty, and lack of
sanitary facilities.
o Teacher shortages and low pay that demotivate staff.
Good governance must ensure that USE is not just about numbers, but about quality
learning that equips students for life.

Isaiah 33:6 — “He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation
and wisdom and knowledge.”

Building Leadership and Citizenship
Secondary education is the age of transition — where students move from childhood
into adulthood. Governance plays a role in shaping curricula that build not only academic
knowledge but also civic values, discipline, and leadership.
e Schools can be breeding grounds for integrity or corruption, depending on governance
oversight.
e Properly managed, they instill a sense of nationhood, service, and responsibility.
e Poorly governed, they may breed disillusionment, school strikes, and even violence.

Daniel 1:17 — God gave Daniel and his friends “knowledge and understanding of all
kinds of literature and learning,” preparing them for leadership in Babylon.

The Equity Question in Uganda
While Uganda has made strides in expanding secondary education, inequalities
remain:
e Urban students often have better facilities than rural ones.
e Children from wealthier families can afford private schools, while poor families rely on
overcrowded public schools.
e Girls face unique challenges like early pregnancies, gender-based violence, and
cultural barriers.
Governance must create policies that level the playing field, ensuring every Ugandan
child has a fair chance to complete secondary school.

Matthew 25:40 — “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.”

Secondary Education and the Economy
At this level, students develop skills that prepare them for jobs, entrepreneurship, or
further study. Uganda’s economy depends on whether its young population is skilled,
innovative, and employable.
e Without science labs, ICT facilities, and vocational tracks, Uganda risks producing
school leavers who cannot meet job market needs.
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Strong governance integrates science, technology, entrepreneurship, and vocational
training into secondary schools.

Ecclesiastes 7:12 — “Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of

knowledge is this: Wisdom preserves those who have it.”

Governance, Peace, and National Stability

Secondary education is also a security issue. Idle, unskilled, and unemployed youth

are vulnerable to crime, unrest, and exploitation. Good governance ensures that schools
produce engaged, hopeful, and employable citizens, reducing risks of instability.

Proverbs 29:18 — “Where there is no vision, the people perish.”

Countries to Study for Excellence in Secondary Education

1. Finland

Famous for its holistic approach.

No high-stakes standardized testing, less homework, but high outcomes.
Teachers are highly trained (master’s level), respected, and given autonomy.
Strong focus on equality — all students, regardless of background, get the same
quality of education.

What Uganda can Learn: Invest in teacher training, reduce exam obsession, and ensure
equity between rural and urban schools.

will be

Luke 6:40 — “The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained
like their teacher.”

2. Singapore

Ranks among the top in global assessments PISA (The Programme for International
Student Assessment, a triennial study run by the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) that assesses the knowledge and skills of 15-year-
old students in reading, mathematics, and science. Its goal is to provide data to help
countries improve their education policies by evaluating how well students can apply
their learning to real-world problems and participate effectively in society).

Focuses on rigor, discipline, and future-ready skills (Science Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics - STEM, problem-solving, bilingualism).

Strong alignment between education and national development goals.

What Uganda can Learn: Align secondary education with Uganda’s Vision 2040 —
produce skills that match national economic priorities (science, agriculture, ICT, and
trade).

kings.”

[] Proverbs 22:29 — “Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand before

3. South Korea

Rose from poverty after the Korean War to become a global powerhouse, largely
through education.

Secondary education emphasizes discipline, hard work, and high expectations.



e Heavy investment by families and government.

What Uganda can Learn: Use education as a nation-building tool, instill discipline, and
make sacrifices for long-term gains.
Hebrews 12:11 —“No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on,
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained
by it.”

4. Rwanda
e Regional modelin education reform.
e Emphasis on ICT in education and competency-based curricula.
¢ Massive investments in equitable access.

What Uganda can Learn: Prioritize ICT integration in schools, and make equity (especially
for rural areas) central to education policy.

Isaiah 54:13 — “All your children will be taught by the Lord, and great will be their
peace.”

Conclusion

For Uganda, a blend of Finland’s equity and teacher quality, Singapore’s rigor and
national alignment, South Korea’s discipline and sacrifice, and Rwanda’s contextual
reforms would provide a strong pathway toward excellence in secondary education.

Secondary education in Uganda is a national governance priority. The government’s
role is to ensure quality, inclusivity, and alignment with the nation’s economic and social
needs. Parents, teachers, churches, and communities must partner with governance
structures to nurture young people into responsible citizens.

Uganda’s future leaders, entrepreneurs, and innovators are sitting in today’s secondary
schools. How governance manages this sector will determine whether the nation thrives or
falters.

Psalm 144:12 — “May our sons in their youth be like plants full grown, our daughters
like corner pillars cut for the structure of a palace.”

PRAYER GUIDE: SECONDARY EDUCATION AND GOVERNANCE IN UGANDA
1. Thanksgiving for Uganda’s Young Generation
e Lord, we thank You for Uganda’s young people, who make up over 70% of the
population.
o Thank You for the gift of education, and for policies like Universal Secondary Education
(USE) that have opened doors for many.

Psalm 127:3 — “Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from him.”

2. Prayer for Access and Equity
o Father, we lift up rural children, the poor, and the marginalized who struggle to access
secondary education.
o Breakthe barriers of poverty, early marriage, and cultural limitations that prevent
many—especially girls—from continuing in school.
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Galatians 3:28 — “There is neither Jew nor Gentile... nor is there male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.”

3. Prayer for Teachers and Schools
e Lord, bless teachers with wisdom, diligence, and integrity as they shape the next

generation.
e Provide for their welfare so they are not demoralized, and strengthen school leaders to

uphold discipline and excellence.

Daniel 12:3 — “Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

4. Prayer for Quality and Relevance of Education
o Father, we pray for secondary schools to equip learners with science, technology,
vocational, and entrepreneurial skills that meet Uganda’s needs.
e Remove corruption and mismanagement that hinder learning outcomes.

Ecclesiastes 7:12 — “Wisdom preserves those who have it.”

5. Prayer for Protection and Discipline among Students
e Lord, protect students from peer pressure, drugs, violence, and sexual immorality.
e Raise a generation of disciplined young men and women who honor God and serve
their nation.

1 Timothy 4:12 — “Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.”

6. Prayer for Governance in Education
e Father, grant Uganda’s leaders vision and wisdom to plan, fund, and implement

policies that strengthen secondary education.
o Letthere be fairness in resource distribution, and accountability in the education

sector.

Proverbs 29:4 — “By justice a king gives a country stability, but those who are greedy
for bribes tear it down.”

7. Prayer for National Transformation through Education
e Lord, let Uganda’s secondary schools raise godly leaders, innovators, and citizens who
will transform the nation.
e May classrooms become seedbeds of vision, justice, and creativity for generations to

come.

Proverbs 22:6 — “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not
depart from it.”

Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father, we commit Uganda’s secondary education system into Your hands.
Bless the learners, strengthen the teachers, guide the policymakers, and protect the



vulnerable. May our schools produce men and women who fear You, serve with excellence,
and build a righteous and prosperous Uganda. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



